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What is a Geographical 
Indication?

• A sign identifying a product as originating from 
a specific place

• Quality, reputation or characteristics linked to 
geographic origin

• Recognized form of intellectual property

• Protects authenticity and consumer trust



Why GI Protection for Saint 
Lucia Rum

• GI protection ensures “Saint Lucia Rum” is 
used only for authentic products.

• Unique environmental conditions and 
distillation practices contribute to distinct 
character.

• Supports export opportunities and branding

• Encourages preservation of traditional 
production methods

• Promotes tourism and national identity



Role of Saint Lucia Distillers

• Developed the GI product specification and 
production methods

• Defined production standards and geographic 
area

• Submitted application to ROCIP

• Ensured quality control



Role of ROCIP

• Administers the Geographical 
Indications Act 

• Received and examined GI application 
for Saint Lucia Rum.

• Provided guidance to ensure application 
clearly linked product to origin.



Examination Process

• Conducted formal and substantive examination

• Assessed legal compliance, name originality, 
and potential conflicts.

• Ensured the GI is well-defined and 
protectable.

• Upon acceptance application published in 
official gazette. 

• Formally registered after opposition period 
elapses.



Reflections from the Intellectual 
Property Office

• Early engagement with producers is essential

• Clear product specifications facilitate 
examination

• Capacity building strengthens implementation

• Collaboration improves long-term 
sustainability



Challenges Encountered

• Coordinating multiple stakeholders

• Documenting traditional knowledge

• Building awareness of GI systems

• Ensuring long-term compliance mechanisms



Lessons Learned

• Strong cooperation between IPO and producers 
is vital

• Clear governance structures support GI 
management

• Education and outreach improve understanding

• GI protection strengthens national branding



Future Opportunities

• Expand GI protection to other Saint Lucian 
products such as cocoa and pottery.

• Strengthen international promotion of Saint 
Lucia Rum

• Develop certification and monitoring systems

• Enhance collaboration between producers and 
regulators



Conclusion

• The Saint Lucia Rum GI reflects strong 
collaboration

• Protects a product deeply connected to 
national heritage

• Supports economic development and 
authenticity

• Demonstrates the value of GI systems for small 
states



THE END.


