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Why GIs matter

 Origin
 Tradition
 Value
 Development
 Tourism



CF- EU Economic Partnership Agreement

• EPA signed in 2008

• Framework for cooperation on intellectual property

• Article 145: Establishment of a GI protection system

• Article 164(2)(c): Promotion of traditional knowledge and 
biodiversity through GIs



Current GI Framework in CARIFORUM

• Some countries have specific GI legislation. Examples: Antigua & Barbuda, 
Bahamas, Barbados, Dominica

• Others protect GIs through general IP laws 

• Others are currently updating their legislation. Examples: Belize, Grenada, 
Haiti, Suriname



Role of CarIPI

Caribbean Innovation and Intellectual Property Rights 
Project

EU-funded technical assistance initiative

Supports:
• Strengthening IP systems in CARIFORUM
• Innovation and competitiveness
• Implementation of EPA commitments



How CarIPI Supports GI Development

 Legal Framework

 Institutional Capacity

 Knowledge Tools

 Judiciary Training

 Producer Support



Tools developed by CarIPI

GI Model law and registration forms

GI Manual
E-Learning Course
Case Studies & Videos

 caripi-hub.com



GI Mentorship Programme

Launched in 2021

Supports potential GI products in CARIFORUM countries

Works directly with producer groups

Helps prepare products for GI protection

3 Pillars:

•ʣ Product Definition
ʤ Producer Organisation
ʥ Market Strategy



Achievements

• Examples of supported initiatives:
• Saint Lucia Rum GI 
• Trinidad & Tobago Steelpan GI

• Impact:
• Stronger producer organisations
• Clearer product specifications
• Greater awareness of GI potential



Going forward

• Adoption and use of GI Model Law by CS updating GI legislation

• Expansion of the Mentorship Programme

• Awareness raising on GIs and interlinkages with sustainable growth, tourism

• Development of case studies



THANK YOU

https://internationalipcooperation.eu/en/caripi


