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What is a geographical indication (GI)?

A name (not a product) that identifies 

a product having specific characteristics

which are linked to a geographical area.

➢Defined in the WTO agreement (TRIPS Article 22)
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Paprika Žitava Idiazabal Pâté gaumais



Economic value of geographical
indications

• € 75 billion turnover
(7% of the EU agro-food industry)

• 22% exports

• Price x 2,07 (value premium rate, 
compared to similar conventional 
products)

2017 data.

Geographical indications from the EU.
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https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/a7281794-7ebe-11ea-aea8-01aa75ed71a1


Legal basis for protection in the EU

‘Direct registration’, under either:

• Regulation (EU) 2024/1143 – agricultural products, food, wine and spirits

• Regulation (EU) 2023/2411 – craft and industrial goods

International registration under multilateral agreement

• Geneva Act of the Lisbon Agreement on Appellations of Origin and 
Geographical Indications

Bilateral / regional agreement

• In line with the WTO agreement on trade-related aspects of intellectual
property rights (TRIPS)
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Databases

eAmbrosia: legal register for agriculture GIs

ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eambrosia/geographical-indications-register

GIview: database of all GIs protected in the EU

www.tmdn.org/giview
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https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eambrosia/geographical-indications-register/
https://www.tmdn.org/giview/
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/eambrosia/geographical-indications-register/
https://www.tmdn.org/giview/


The EU protects 5.500+ GIs
from 72 countries (EU and non-EU)

Source: GI View, 15 September 2025. © OpenStreetMap contributors
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Geographical indications protected in the EU

EU GIs
3426
62%

Non-EU GIs, registered
266
5%

Non-EU GIs, under 
agreements

1849
33%

Source: GI View, 8 January 2026. Whole-of-Ireland GIs are only counted as EU GIs. The China GIs

protected under the bilateral GI agreement are counted as « registered ».
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EU-CARIFORUM commitments on 
geographical indications

• EU-CARIFORUM Economic Partnership Agreement:
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(…) the Parties agree to cooperate, including by 
facilitating support, in the following areas:

a. (…)

b. Support in the preparation of national laws and 
regulations for the protection and enforcement of 
intellectual property rights (…)

c. Identification of products that could benefit from 
protection as geographical indication (…)

d. (…)

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/agree_internation/2008/805/oj


Toward an EU-CARIFORUM agreement 
on geographical indications

• 13 CARIFORUM GIs considered for protection under the future agreement

• Possibility to add more geographical indications to the agreement after its entry 
into force.

• Extended cooperation areas.
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/C/2025/4653/oj/eng


Thank you
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not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

