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EU, EUIPO & EU trade marks

EU Trade Marks

EUIPO

EU single market 



EU, EUIPO & EUTMs

EU Trade Marks

ALL  MEMBER  STATES OF THE

EUROPEAN UNION
One  single  registration  procedure  fee 

Unitary character = all or nothing

Complements national &

 international systems



The process of filing

EU Trade Marks

HOW TO FILE – best practices

By e-filing

• f

• Regular Track

By post or courier delivery
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Examination & registration process
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Examination & registration process

EU Trade Marks

Persons



Examination & registration process
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Examination & registration process
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Examination & registration process

EU Trade Marks

Classification of goods and services



Resources

EU Trade Marks

6ter



Resources – EUIPO databases

EU Trade Marks



Resources - Guidelines

EU Trade Marks



Absolute grounds for refusal

Main absolute grounds for refusal (1):

• Descriptiveness

• Lack of distinctiveness

• Customary signs

EU Trade Marks

Acquired distinctiveness 

through use



Absolute grounds for refusal

Main absolute grounds for refusal (2):

EU Trade Marks

• Shapes or Other Characteristics that Result from the Nature of the Goods, are 

Necessary to Obtain a Technical Result or give Substantial Value to the 

Goods

• Trade marks contrary to public policy or acceptable principles of morality

• Deceptive marks

• Trade Marks in conflict with flags and other symbols

• Trade Marks in conflict with GIs and other protected terms for food, drink, craft 

or plant variety denominations



Convergence of Practices

EU Trade Marks

CP3



Key Case Law

EU Trade Marks

EUTM 018309662

(13/07/2022, T-641/21, 

BioMarkt, 

EU:T:2022:446, § 30-44)

ECO ‘ecological’ (24/04/2012, T-328/11, 

EcoPerfect, EU:T:2012:197, § 25; 

15/01/2013, T-625/11, EcoDoor, 

EU:T:2013:14, § 21)

GREEN ‘environmentally friendly’ 

(27/02/2015, T-106/14, Greenworld, 

EU:T:2015:123, § 24); 

https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearchCLW/#basic/*///name/biomarkt
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearchCLW/#basic/*/24%2F04%2F2012/24%2F04%2F2012/number/328%2F11
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearchCLW/#basic/*/15%2F01%2F2013/15%2F01%2F2013/number/625%2F11
https://euipo.europa.eu/eSearchCLW/#basic/*/27%2F02%2F2015/27%2F02%2F2015/number/106%2F14


Absolute grounds for refusal

EU Trade Marks

EUTM application 018747549 refused:

‘GREEN POWER TECHNOLOGIES’ (word)

• Descriptive for electrical energy, distribution of renewable energy, etc.

• Non-distinctive idem

AND

• Deceptive for ‘Electrical energy from non-renewable sources’ in Class 4.



Absolute grounds for refusal

EU Trade Marks

EUTM application 018524371 refused:

• Descriptive

• Non-distinctive 

AND

• Misleading (certification mark)



Key Case Law

EU Trade Marks



Examination & registration process

EU Trade Marks

can be valid forever



Main takeouts

EUTM: 1 filing, 1 fee, unitary protection for the whole EU

internal market

The process of filing is easy & fast

An EUTM can be examined & published within few days

Valid EUIPO representative

There are plenty of online free resources to assist you

Contact us!

EU Trade Marks



Q & A

EU Trade Marks



THANK YOU

@EU_IPO

EUIPO

EUIPO.EU

@EUIPO

EUIPO

https://twitter.com/EU_IPO
https://www.linkedin.com/company/euipo
https://www.facebook.com/EUIPO.eu
https://www.instagram.com/euipo/
https://www.youtube.com/euipo
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