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DEFERMENT



The applicant for a registered 

Community design may, when filing the 

application, request that its publication 

be deferred for 30 months from the date 

of filing or, if a priority is claimed, from 

the date of priority (Article 50(1) CDR). 

General Principles 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

Deferment of publication must be 

requested when filing the 

application (Article 50(1) CDR). 

Subsequent requests will not be 

accepted, even if received on the 

same day. 



GENERAL PRINCIPLES

A request for deferment of publication may concern only some of the

designs of a multiple application.

In this case, the designs to be deferred

must be clearly identified by ticking the

box ‘Request for deferment of publication’

on the (paper) form or the box ‘Publication

to be deferred’ (e-filing) for each individual

design.



GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

If, by mistake, an application did not contain such request for

deferment, the application should be withdrawn in order to prevent

publication.

Given the speed of the registration and

publication processes, this should be done

immediately after filing. The applicant should

also contact an examiner on the day of the withdrawal.



HOW TO REQUEST DEFERMENT/ PAPER APPLICATION

• Tick the Deferment Box on the front page of the application

• Tick the Deferment Box on the page of the design

• Indicate payment of Deferment Fee(s)



HOW TO REQUEST 
DEFERMENT

Tick on the front page 

of the application



HOW TO REQUEST 

DEFERMENT

The request of deferment may 

concern only some designs of 

a multiple application



Deferment fees paid

HOW TO REQUEST 

DEFERMENT



HOW TO REQUEST DEFERMENT / E-filing 

Tick the box ‘Publication to be deferred’ for each individual

design



27 MONTHS FROM FILING/PRIORITY

At the latest three months before the 30-month deferment
period expires (i.e. at the latest 27 months after the date of
filing or the date of earliest priority), the applicant must file a
request for publication and, together with the request,
complete the following formalities:



27 MONTHS FROM FILING/PRIORITY

Pay the publication fee(s)



27 MONTHS FROM FILING/PRIORITY

In the case of a multiple application, give a clear indication
as to which of the designs will be published or surrendered,
or, if the period of deferment has not yet expired, for which
deferment is to be continued.



ANTICIPATED PUBLICATION

Any time before the end of deferment

Only when it is clearly requested in writing by the applicant

(“immediately”, “as soon as possible”…)



ANTICIPATED PUBLICATION

If the payment of the publication fees is made but no

specific date of publication is requested the design will be

published at the end of deferment.



REFUSAL

“The Office informs you that the thirty-month deferment period expired on
…

Following Article 50(4) CDR, as the Office did not receive a request for
publication and payment in due time, the above registered Community
design(s) is (are) deemed not to have had the effects specified in the
Regulation (CDR).”



THANK YOU


