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PRODUCT INDICATION 

LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION



PRODUCT INDICATION



✓ The application must contain an indication of product 

✓ The term must be clear and not too general, so that 

its classification in a single class and a single 

subclass is possible 

✓ The indication must correspond to the images

Product indication



DesignClass - Harmonised Database

DesignClass is the product of collaboration between 24 participating EU
Offices, 4 non-EU IP Offices, 2 User Associations, WIPO and EUIPO, who
worked to approve the harmonised product indications in 23 EU languages.

The product indications come from Locarno, Eurolocarno (EUIPO database) and
from product indication databases of the EU IP Offices.

The tool offers users and IP Offices a harmonised database of product
indications, classified according to the Locarno Classification system.

DesignClass has been available in e-filing since November 2017.





Search in DesignClass



Indication: “Sneakers”

Change ex-officio to “Sports shoes” 02-04

“Graphic symbol particularly for animation characters, dolls and 

ornamentation of objects in general ” 

Change ex-officio to “Graphic symbols” 32-00

→ The applicant is informed of the change in the registration letter

Ex-officio change

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://static.flickr.com/3061/2885923160_e6c9c0dae6.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.dipity.com/tickr/Flickr_mascot/&usg=__VGNINE0ch2whfWoJfs6PYJGZvpU=&h=500&w=424&sz=107&hl=es&start=5&zoom=1&tbnid=UpxtzI442OtogM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=110&ei=9wW2T6OzEIPQhAexz5n3CA&prev=/search?q%3Dmascot%26um%3D1%26hl%3Des%26rlz%3D1T4EGLC_enES408%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


Set of: Added ex officio

Porcelain (set of-)

Part of (ex-officio addition of the suffix “part of-” provided 

that both the product and its part belong to the same class) 

Tables (part of-) 06-06

Ex-officio change

Furniture (set of-) 06-05



Ornamentation for-, logos, graphic symbols, surface patterns

T-shirts (-ornamentation for) 32-00 Shoes Logos 32-00

Ex-officio change



Since one of the main objectives of the product indication and classification

is to enable the Community Designs Register to be searchable by third

parties, where the product indication clearly does not match the product as

disclosed in the representation of the design, the examiner will replace that

product indication with the correct one.

“Ventilation fans” 23-04 VENTILATION AND AIR-CONDITIONING 

EQUIPMENT 

“Non-electric hand-held fans” 03-04 FANS

Ex-officio change



Knife (part of- )

Suggestion: Knives 08-03

Ornamentation

Suggestion: Cups 07-01

Products and their parts / ornamentation

Where the product indication is “PRODUCT (-part of)” or “Ornamentation”

and the design does not limit itself to representing this part or ornamentation

but also discloses the whole product or the product to which the

ornamentation is applied, without its contours being disclaimed, the

examiner will suggest to change the product indication to this product, and

the classification would be amended accordingly. The original filing date is

maintained.

Alternatively, the applicant can choose to amend the representation

(background) and get a new filing date granted for the design.

The examiner will send an examination report (suggestion).

If the applicant does not respond within the time limit the examination will
proceed on the basis of the product indication as proposed by the examiner.

Suggestion of change



Checklist - deficiencies

❑ Indication not understandable (impossible to classify)

❑ Indication too general (impossible to classify)

→ Deficiency 

The examiner will send an examination report 
(objection). 

If no response by the applicant the design is rejected.



Impossible to classify

- Indication not understandable or too general

e.g. Machines - class 15, subclass?

The examiner will send an examination report with 2 months deadline 

If no response by the applicant, the design will be rejected

Objection

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.fillers.com/filling%20machines/overflow%20filling%20machine.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.fillers.com/filling%20machines.htm&usg=__0MdFtHXghmig3_Cja34wIRl6SbM=&h=412&w=432&sz=77&hl=es&start=8&zoom=1&tbnid=r5b_saRYbKmZ1M:&tbnh=120&tbnw=126&ei=5_GHT5SrEqL80QXQ0uTjCQ&prev=/search?q%3Dmachines%26um%3D1%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4EGLC_enES408%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


INDP:  “Cars”

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://virtualtoyland.com/photo/070.jpg&imgrefurl=http://virtualtoyland.com/amazon-com-whoozit-baby-activity-toy-ages-0-1-ea-toys-games/&usg=__ewuegHBglScm9TEd_xDAryMKXLE=&h=322&w=383&sz=11&hl=es&start=55&zoom=1&tbnid=6_J2wYIf6nr0VM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=123&ei=W8ywT5nAAeHM0QWF-vSnCQ&prev=/search?q%3Dtoy%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4EGLC_enES408%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


INDP for all the designs: 

“Baby care devices”



Teething rings 

24-04

Hair brushes 

04-02

Nursing bottles 

07-01
Combs 28-03

Nasal cleansers 24-04

Pacifiers 

24-04



INDP for all the designs: 

“Household appliances” (class 07-

99)

Example of objection

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.appliancist.com/bosch-benvenuto-coffee-machine-b20.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.appliancist.com/coffee_makers/benvenuto-coffee-machines-bosch.html&usg=__Uu38i91uFysuzrzClfIEO63jbZs=&h=500&w=395&sz=30&hl=es&start=46&zoom=1&tbnid=O9HQkZjB-iSIpM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=103&ei=o9CwT_3ZNamp0QWL9_n1Dw&prev=/search?q%3Dcoffee%2Bmachines%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4EGLC_enES408%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


Washing machines 

Refrigerators

Dishwashers

Vacuum cleaners

class 15-05

“washing, cleaning and drying machines”

Ovens (cooking)

class 07-02

“cooking appliances, utensils and 

containers”

Juice extractors

class 07-04

“appliances and utensils, hand-

manipulated, for preparing food or drink”

Coffee machines

class 31-00

“appliances for preparing food and 

drink”

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://www.appliancist.com/bosch-benvenuto-coffee-machine-b20.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.appliancist.com/coffee_makers/benvenuto-coffee-machines-bosch.html&usg=__Uu38i91uFysuzrzClfIEO63jbZs=&h=500&w=395&sz=30&hl=es&start=46&zoom=1&tbnid=O9HQkZjB-iSIpM:&tbnh=130&tbnw=103&ei=o9CwT_3ZNamp0QWL9_n1Dw&prev=/search?q%3Dcoffee%2Bmachines%26start%3D40%26um%3D1%26hl%3Des%26sa%3DN%26rlz%3D1T4EGLC_enES408%26tbm%3Disch&um=1&itbs=1


LOCARNO CLASSIFICATION



32 CLASSES 

Class 1 Foodstuffs

Class 2 Articles of clothing and haberdashery

Class 3 Travel goods, cases, parasols and personal belongings, not 

elsewhere specified

Class 4 Brushware

Class 5 Textile piece goods, artificial and natural sheet material

Class 6 Furnishing

Class 7 Household goods

Class 8 Tools and hardware

Class 9 Clocks and watches and other measuring instruments, 

checking and signalling instruments

Class 10 Clocks and watches and other measuring instruments, 

checking and signalling instruments 

Class 11 Articles of adornment

Class 12 Means of transport or hoisting 

Class 13 Equipment for production, distribution of electricity

Class 14 Recording, telecom or data processing equipment 

Class 15 Machines, not elsewhere specified

Class 16 Photographic, cinematographic and optical apparatus

Class 17 Musical Instruments 

Class 18 Textile piece goods, artificial and natural sheet material

Class 19 Stationery and office equipment, artists' and teaching 

materials

Class 20 Sales and advertising equipment, signs

Class 21 Games, toys, tents and sports goods

Class 22 Arms, pyrotechnic articles, articles for hunting, fishing 

and pest killing

Class 23 Arms, pyrotechnic articles, articles for hunting, fishing 

and pest killing

Class 24 Medical and laboratory equipment

Class 25 Building units and construction elements

Class 26 Lighting apparatus

Class 27 Tobacco and smokers' supplies

Class 28 Pharmaceutical and cosmetic products, toilet articles 

and apparatus

Class 29 Devices and equipment against fire hazards, for 

accident prevention and for rescue

Class 30 Devices and equipment against fire hazards, for 

accident prevention and for rescue

Class 31 Machines and appliances for preparing food or drink, 

not elsewhere specified

Class 32  Machines and appliances for preparing food or drink, 

not elsewhere specified



Locarno Agreement concluded in 1968

The classification of the RCDs is done within the registration procedure

and is part of the duty of EUIPO design examiners. It shall contain the

applicable class and subclass of the Locarno Classification.
Examination Guidelines, Section 6.2.3.1: “where the applicant has given the wrong

classification or the classification is missing, the examiner will assign the correct one ex-

officio.”

Neither classification nor product indication shall affect the scope

of protection of the design as such (Article 36(6) CDR) and both

shall serve administrative purposes only (Article 3(2) CDIR).

Locarno classification



▪ Designs are classified according to the purpose of the product; 
subsidiarily according to the object that they represent.

▪ Multi-purpose products (except composite pieces of furniture, class 
06-05) are classified in all the classes and subclasses of the intended 
purposes. 

▪ Products that form part of other products are classified in the same 
class and subclass as the products which they are part of, unless 
they are normally used for another purpose covered by a different 
class.

General principles of Locarno





7th Edition: 01/04/2003

8th Edition: 01/01/2004

9th Edition: 01/01/2009

The main changes:

• Suppression of class 99

• Creation of class 32

The main products of class 99 “ornamentation”, “get-up”, 

“graphic symbols”, “logos” were included in the new Locarno 

class 32-00. Other products of class 99 were moved to the 

classes 6 and 11.

10th Edition: 01/01/2014

No changes in the structure of classes/subclasses

11th Edition: 01/01/2017

No changes in the structure of classes/subclasses

12th Edition: 01/01/2019

The main changes:

• Suppression of subclass 23-02

• Creation of  19 subclasses

• Modification of  the title of 9 

subclasses

13th Edition (current edition): 

01/01/2021

No changes in the structure of 

classes/subclasses
https://www.wipo.int/classifications/locarno/en/

Locarno editions

https://www.wipo.int/classifications/locarno/en/


Painting knife

19-06

Jackknife

08-03

Ornamental item

11-02

Bayonet

22-02

Sheathe

03-01

Table knife

07-03

Butcher / kitchen knife

08-03

QUIZ

http://www.google.es/imgres?imgurl=http://4knife.com/images/ALMarKnivesEagleClassicBlackMicartaHandle.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ballisticknifeforsale.edu-gov.info/al-mar-knives.html&usg=__MYs27oJRfLDfa7kfdxy4ftKG224=&h=600&w=600&sz=21&hl=es&start=61&zoom=1&tbnid=rzs_EVtCmURTLM:&tbnh=135&tbnw=135&ei=6gu2T__gEsW5hAeW1tCKCQ&prev=/search?q=knives&start=60&um=1&hl=es&sa=N&rlz=1T4EGLC_enES408&tbm=isch&um=1&itbs=1



