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Singapore Treaty

Adopted on March 27, 2006

In Singapore

DC: 117 Member State delegations

3 intergovernmental organizations

(ARIPO, EC and OAPI)

several observer organizations



Status of the Treaty

STLT entered into force on March 16, 2009

Upon entry into force of the 10th instrument of 
accession by Australia

51 States are parties to the STLT 
status on January 1, 2021

See: http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/singapore/

Most recent Member



Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks

ÅSingapore 

Treaty, 2006

(STLT)

ÅRevised Trademark 

Law Treaty, 1994

(TLT)

Preparatory work

Å7 sessions of the WIPO Standing Committee 

on the Law of Trademarks, Industrial Designs 

and Geographical Indications (SCT)

between May 2002 and April 2005 

=



Harmonization

Simplification

Formalities applied by national offices

Trademark registration procedures

Not a separate system of registration

Different from Madrid System

Objective of STLT
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Harmonization of Procedures

Define the maximum list of requirements to file

- application

- requests for recording

* change in names or addresses

* change in ownership of a registration

* correction of a mistake

* renewal of registration

Duration of registration (10 years)

Compliance with Paris Convention
(service marks) 
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Simplification of Procedures

Filing date requirements

Multi-class application and registration

Use of the Nice Classification

No legalization, notarization or certification of 

signatures, except in a limited number of cases

No need to file an extract from a Register of 

Commerce
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Filing Date Requirements

Indication that the registration of a mark is sought

Indications allowing applicant to be identified

Contact details of applicant or representative

Sufficiently clear representation of the mark

List of goods and/or services

If applicable:

Declaration of intent to use 

or actual use of mark

Fees



Multi-class Application and Registration

One application relates to several 

goods/services

They belong to one or several classes of

Nice Classification

Multi-class application results in a multi-class 

registration

Feestructure maintained ñper classò

Possibility to make a reservation
- separate multi-class lists

- i.e., one for goods, another one for services





No Legalization, 

Certification, 

Notarization

Ç As long as 

document is signed

Ç Minimize costly 

formalities 

Ç Not providing 

additional legal 

security



Exceptions

Surrender of Registration

Change of Ownership (Transfer, Assignment)

ÇChange results from Contract

o Copy of contract may be certified

o Extract of contract may be certified

ÇChange results from Merger

o Copy of merger document may be certified



Exceptions

ÇChange results from Court decision or Operation 

of the Law (e.g., bankruptcy or inheritance)

o Corresponding document may be certified

Membership of Country in ñApostille Conventionò 

prior to date of STLT accession/ratification

o The Hague Convention Abolishing the 

Requirement of Legalisation for Foreign 

Public Documents, October 5, 1961



STLT: General Structure of Provisions

Maximum list of 

requirements

Prohibition of 

other 

requirements

Evidence in 

case of doubt

Articles: 3 to 5, 10 to 13, 17 and 18



Provisions with Similar Structure

Application (Art. 3)

Representation (Art. 4)

Filing Date (Art. 5)

Request for Changes in Names or Addresses (Art. 10)

Request for Change in Ownership (Art. 11)

assignment, transfer (merger, acquisition, operation of 

Law or court decision)

Correction of a Mistake (Art. 12)

Request for Renewal of Registration (Art. 13)

Request for Recording of a License (Art. 17)

Request for Amendment or Cancellation of Recording of 

a License (Art. 18)



Final and Administrative Clauses

Non trademark-related

Deal with Treaty Law

Articles 23 to 32

- Assembly of the Treaty

- International Bureau

- Revision or Amendment

- Becoming Party to the Treaty

- Entry into force

- Reservations

- Languages

- Depositary


