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|What is a design?





5

|Why protect your designs?



Obtain
exclusive 

rights

Return on 
investment

Encourage 
fair

competition

Strengthen
business
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|What is the Hague System?
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|1. Legal framework



Hague Agreement
Common Regulations
Administrative Instructions

WIPO: Contracting parties:

Conditions of protection
Refusal procedures
Rights resulting from protection

Legal framework



The Geneva Act (1999)
• Article 5 (Contents of the IA), Article 7 (Designation Fees)
• Article 8 (Correction of Irregularities)

The Common Regulations
• Chapter 2 (International Applications and International Registrations)

The Administrative Instructions
• Part Three: Requirements concerning Names and Addresses
• Part Four:  Requirements concerning Reproductions and Other Elements 

of the IA

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/legal_texts/

Legal framework

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/legal_texts/


77 Contracting Parties
94 countries

Hague System Members



Morocco (July 22, 2022)

China (May 5, 2022)

Jamaica (February 10, 2022)

Belarus (July 19, 2021)

Suriname (September 10, 2020)                                           

Mexico (June 6, 2020)

Israel (January 3, 2020)

Samoa (January 2, 2020)

Recent accessions to the Geneva Act (1999)
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|2. Roles of WIPO and Offices



Formality examination of applications
§ Applicants are notified of any irregularities, which must be 

corrected within three months

Recording in the International Register 

Issuance of the certificate of international registration

Publication in the International Designs Bulletin (which is notification 
to designated Contracting Parties)

Notification to holder of international registration of any refusal by a 
designated CP 

WIPO’s Role



Substantive examination* 
Refusal can only be made on substantive grounds
§ must be communicated to WIPO within a six/12-month time limit
§ does not affect protection in other designated CPs
§ can be overcome by the holder at the IP office concerned

*Optional – and if undertaken, must follow the same regime as that applied to domestic 
applications

Role of the Office of the Designated Contracting Party

If No Refusal – The holder obtains a bundle of independent national/regional rights in 
all designated Contracting Parties.
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|3. Features and advantages



Efficient EasyEconomical



ONE
• International application

• Application language

• Set of fees in a single currency

• Modification request

UP TO 100
• Designs in the same 

Locarno classification in 
one application

CENTRALIZED MANAGEMENT

Efficient





                                                                                                                     
                    

                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                       
 
                                                Industrial design applications         National/Regional IP Office(s)               Registrations               
 
 
 
 

Industrial 
designs 



Hague System 
international route



                                                                                                               
                         
 
                                 Industrial design application                               International registration                                                  National/Regional IP Office(s)                
 

Industrial 
designs International 

Designs 
Bulletin 



Duration of protection



Economical

EM – European Union
GB – United Kingdom
US – United States of America
JP – Japan
CH – Switzerland

Ø 1 design, 7 reproductions



Costs for foreign attorney/agent at the time of filing are avoided!



Easy

eHague lets you file any 
time, anywhere

Built-in checks integrate 
mandatory filing requirements

Electronic notifications 
throughout the process

Manage your registrations 
quickly and simply online
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|4. Useful resources before filing



Hague System Member Profiles

Hague System Fee Calculator

International Designs Bulletin

Global Design Database

Hague Guide for Users

Guidance on Reproductions

Guidance on Multiple Designs

Hague Express Hague System Questions & Answers

Interactive Tools
Easily accessible from the IP Portal

Reference Resources
Easily accessible from the Hague System website
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|5. How to file your application



Using Form DM/1



eHague – an easier way!



Benefits of using eHague

Built-in checks

WIPO account authentication

Electronic notifications

Reply to communication from WIPO online

Online payments





File – create new 
applications, view draft 
or submitted 
applications, and reply 
to communication from 
WIPO.

Renew – access the 
renewal interface to 
renew registrations (no 
login is required).

NEW! – appoint or 
cancel a representative 
and change the 
contact details of an 
existing representative.

NEW! – view the 
status of your 
requests.



eHague filing interface 
A gateway that allows you to 
digitally and securely file 
your international design 
applications and renew your 
registrations.

Intuitive – integrates 
mandatory requirements.

Automatic fee calculation.

Provides helpful hints.

Leads you to important and 
relevant information.



Built-in checks

Tip: Once all required items are completed, the Payment/Validation button is active.

Tip: If any required fields are missing you cannot proceed to submit your application.



Communicating with WIPO about your application
Tip: You can reply to a 
communication from WIPO 
in eHague. Your reply can 
include free text, submission 
of additional documents, or 
you can upload new 
reproductions.
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|6. Making payments



Payment
If you choose to return to your workbench, 
when you are ready to pay download your 
Acknowledgement of Receipt and note the 
one-time reference indicated in the 
“Payment of Fees” section (highlighted in 
the image to the left). 

Go to our payment portal to proceed with 
payment: 

https://www3.wipo.int/epayweb2



Payment

Choose your payment method and click ”Continue”



Payment

Important! You will receive a confirmation 
email from noreply.hague@wipo.int
upon successful payment.
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|7. Examination of your application



Formal examination by the International Bureau (formalities+ examination)
Practice notes
Informal case review with Offices

Issuance of irregularity letter in case of defect

Time limit of 3 months to file response
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Examination by the International Bureau



Formal examination

Recording in the International Register 

Sending the certificate to the holder

Publication in the International Designs Bulletin (IDB)

Notification to members through the publication in the IDB

Examination by the International Bureau



What is an irregularity?
-> The international application (IA) fails to fulfill applicable requirements 

after a formality examination by the International Bureau.
-> Two types: those that postpone the filing date and those which do not.

What are the timelines? 
-> An irregularity notification is issued during examination
-> A reply must be made within three months from the notification date

Irregularities



Common defects in Hague applications

Oath not signed or mismatch between name and signature

Product indication is vague or not precise

Fees unpaid

Micro-entity declaration not signed

Mismatch between product indication and claim (soft check by IB)

Reproduction quality / reproduction not upright

Explanatory text or legends in reproductions

Number of designs

The article is not shown alone



Irregularities that postpone the filing date

The international application is not in a prescribed language

An express or implicit indication that international registration 
under the 1999 or 1960 Acts is sought is missing

Information related to the identity of the Applicant is missing

Insufficient contact details to enable the applicant or its 
representative to be contacted

There are no reproductions in the international application

There are no designated Contracting Parties in the 
international application

The filing date is the date on which the correction was received.



Observations

The examiner may notify the 
Applicant of observations.

Observations do not always require 
an action from the Applicant or 

Representative (if any) 

Example:

The description will read as follows: In 
figures 2.1 to 2.7 the dashed lines 

represent features which form no part of 
the design and are not claimed.
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|8. Managing your registrations



What can you manage online?

Application (DM/1)

Renewal (DM/4)

Appoint a representative (DM/7)

Change representative name and/or address (DM/8)

Cancel a representative (DM/9)





eHague Workbench



eHague Renewal



What can’t you manage online?

Change in ownership (DM/2)

Limitation (DM/3)

Renunciation (DM/5)

Change in holder name/address (DM 6)

Coming Soon!



How to manage with forms

Where can I find them?
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/forms/

How do I fill them out?
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/forms/instructions.html

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/forms/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/forms/instructions.html


How to manage with forms

Important! Forms must be 
completed electronically. 
WIPO cannot accept 
handwritten forms! 



Sending your forms to WIPO

Important! Use the Hauge Document Upload service. Do not send by email! You need to log in 
with your WIPO account to use the Hague Document Upload.

Instructions: https://www3.wipo.int/contact/en/hague/hdu-help.html



Processing modification requests

Examination
WIPO will examine 
your request.

Irregularity
Were there any 
mistakes in your 
request?

Certificate
You will receive a 
certificate by email.

Yes

Resolve Irregularity
Resolve any irregularities 
through communicating 
with WIPO and taking 
necessary actions.

No
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|9. Statistics



Global Hague System statistics (applications)



Application trend



Where did applications from in 2022?



Top 10 applicants in 2022



Top five classes in 2022



Top ten designations in 2022
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|10. How to find help



eHague Tutorial



eHague Demo Version



Customer Service – Contact Hague
Assisting you throughout the lifecycle of your international design applications 
and registrations



Thank you!


