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OUTLINE

Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) and The Hague System

IP Office roles as Office of the Applicant’s Contracting Party (ACP)

IP Office roles as Office of a Designated Contracting Party (DCP)

The procedure: practical example



Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) and The Hague System

Spain was one of the first contracting countries of the original
The Hague Arrangement in 1925

National regulations on Industrial Designs apply (Law 20/2003)



Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) and The Hague System

Currently, Spain adheres to the Geneva Act (1999) of the Agreement (not to the 1960 Act)

https://wipolex.wipo.int/es/treaties/parties/remarks/ES/9Source:



Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) and The Hague System

Historically, Spain (ES) ranks #9 for total registered designs as designated country

Source: WIPO – Hague Express

Designed = ES

Expired 37885

Valid 4473

Total 42358



Spanish Patent and Trademark Office (SPTO) and The Hague System

SPTO is receiving or designated office for:

National (ES) designs

EU designs (EUIPO)

IR designs (WIPO)

HOLDER ACP = ES

SANTA & COLE NEOSERIES S.L. 25

SEAT, S.A 24

VIBIA LIGHTING, S.L.U 23

SEAT, S.A. 23

ROTHENBERGER, S.A. 17

ANDREU WORLD, S.A. 11

SEAT S.A. 10

SIMON, S.A.U. 10

IMAGINARIUM, S.A. 10

BELEN MAYORAL DEL BARRIO 9

Year ACP = ES

2010 25

2011 32

2012 35

2013 27

2014 36

2015 73

2016 56

2017 44

2018 85

2019 81

2020 87

Sources: WIPO – Hague Express; OEPMStat
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IP Office roles as Office of the Applicant’s Contracting Party

 Role as transmittal Office (Art. 4.1)

Language - IPO may choose (English, French or Spanish)

Modality - paper form (DM/1 Form) or electronic filing

Fees - IPO may charge a transmittal fee and collect rest of fees and transmitting to IB

Transmittal - IPO sends the IA to the IB (preferably within one month)

- IPO must indicate the date of receipt at IPO

Filing date - can maintain date of receipt at IPO (if received by IB within one month)

 Advice to national applicants

Advantages of the Hague system to obtain design protection in various countries

How to prepare and file an international application (IA)

How to manage the international registration (IR)



IP Office roles as Office of the Applicant’s Contracting Party

Notes:

In practice, all applications are directly filed with WIPO (by the applicant or representative), most
of them using electronic filing

 simplified procedure

 no transmittal fee

Possible provisions in national regulations may imply using indirect filing (through national IPO),
possible assistance of IPO within indirect filing (language, forms…)

Usually, applicants of International Designs are international companies

There is no need to have a national application or registration as the base for an international
application (≠ Madrid System – Trademarks)
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IP Office roles as Office of a Designated Contracting Party

 Formal requirements and examination are
performed by International Bureau (IB - WIPO)

 Designated office can refuse protection based
on substantive grounds defined in national
regulations

 Same effects of the IR in the Designated
Contracting Party as a regularly filed
application as from the date of the IR

Main points:

 National and regional offices check
designations of International Registrations



IP Office roles as Office of a Designated Contracting Party

IB - WIPO:

All formalities, including classification, publication
and certificate

International Application

IB Formal examination

Register and publication

• Definition of design
• Public policy/morality

• Mention at BOPI
• Opposition (2 months)

Appeal in front of SPTO

Refusal

SPTO

SPTO:

Examination of grounds of refusal

A reference to IR publication made in national
bulletin

Opposition by third party, as in national law

Renewal, refusal and effects also according to
national law
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IP Office roles as Office of the Applicant’s Contracting Party

IP Office roles as Office of a designated Contracting Party

The procedure: practical example



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

International Registration DM/211697

Date of International Registration: 13/10/2020

International Publication: 16/04/2021 – 15/2021 (WIPO International Bulletin)IB

SPTO

Weekly and electronically programmed communication between WIPO and SPTO to
indicate IRs designating Spain (ES)

After examination, reference (mention) published in BOPI (National Bulletin): 04/05/2021

No oppositions are filed

Design is confirmed valid (granted) when opposition period is terminated (with no
oppositions filed)



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

Automatic weekly upload
from the International
Bulletin of IRs designating
Spain (ES) as designated
contracting party (DCP)

Pending International DesignsRecent filesRecent files

elementselements

TaskTask Application NumberApplication Number StatusStatus Presentation datePresentation date File IdFile Id ApplicantsApplicants Last userLast user File subtypeFile subtype

GrantedGranted

GrantedGranted

GrantedGranted

Not saved searchesNot saved searches

Advanced | FastAdvanced | Fast

Design filesDesign files TasksTasks

Go to pageGo to page

Examiner’s desktop within
Back Office (EUIPO)



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

IR (DM) G (national coding)

http://consultas2.oepm.es/ceo/jsp/busqueda/busqRapida.xhtmlSource:

DM/211697 G211697



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

http://consultas2.oepm.es/ceo/jsp/busqueda/busqRapida.xhtmlSource:https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=enSource:



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

Reference in the national bulletin (BOPI) to the publication of an IR that designates Spain (ES)

04 MAY 2021 – OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY04 MAY 2021 – OFFICIAL BULLETIN OF INDUSTRIAL PROPERTY

MENTION TO THE REGISTERS THAT DESIGNATE SPAINMENTION TO THE REGISTERS THAT DESIGNATE SPAIN
From the publication date of the current official bulletin, a period a two months is open for the filing of oppositions, as 
indicated in Art. 33.1 of the Law 20/2003, July 7th , of Legal Protection of Industrial Designs, to the international 
registers having effects in Spain, and published in the International Designs Bulletin of the World International 
Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), that are listed below: 

From the publication date of the current official bulletin, a period a two months is open for the filing of oppositions, as 
indicated in Art. 33.1 of the Law 20/2003, July 7th , of Legal Protection of Industrial Designs, to the international 
registers having effects in Spain, and published in the International Designs Bulletin of the World International 
Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), that are listed below: 

International Bulletin NumberInternational Bulletin Number

WIPO Publication dateWIPO Publication date

https://consultas2.oepm.es/bopiweb/descargaPublicaciones/Source:



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

Once the 2 months period has
expired with no oppositions, an
automatic electronic communication
from SPTO to WIPO confirms the
grant of the IR in Spain, as a
National ES Design

https://www3.wipo.int/designdb/hague/en/Source:



The procedure: practical example DM/211697

Statement of Grant of Protection is
published in the International
Bulletin and added to the record of
the IR by WIPO

https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=enSource:



THANK YOU


