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EU and EU Member States

in the

Hague Union



• EU accession to the 1999 Geneva Act as an

intergovernmental organization as of 01/01/2008

• Majority of EU Member States are Hague Union

members

• EFTA States (Iceland, Liechtenstein and Norway) +

Switzerland and the United Kingdom are Hague

Union members



EU DECLARATIONS 

• Int. applications may not be filed through the EUIPO

(Art. 4(1)(b) of the 1999 Act)

• Protection in all 27 EU Member

States

• Maximum duration of protection

is 25 years (Article 17(3)(c) of

the 1999 Act)



EU DECLARATIONS

• Designation fee shall be replaced by an individual

designation fee (Article 7(2) of the 1999 Act), the

amount of which is subject of a further information notice.

• As per Information Notice No. 9/2011 EUIPO charges:

- application fee 67 CHF/design

- renewal fee 34 CHF/design



Procedure at EUIPO



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO

• IRCD Application

o Formalities examination is carried out by WIPO

o EUIPO:

 Compliance with the definition of a design

 Not contrary to public policy / principles of

morality

o NO assessment of novelty / individual character or

other substantive requirements

• Invalidity



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO – SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION

Definition of a design Public policy or morality

Design: appearance of the whole or a part
of a product resulting from the features
of, in particular, the lines, contours,
colours, shape, etc.

Product: any industrial or handicraft item,
including inter alia: get-up, graphical
symbol

Public Policy: against legal rules that are
necessary for the functioning of a society
and the state of law within the EU

Public Morality: obscene or offensive
from the perspective of a reasonable
person of normal sensitivity and tolerance
within the EU

Not complying: Living organisms; mere
words; colours; concepts; etc.

Bad taste is not a ground for refusal.



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO –ACCEPTANCE OF INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATIONS

• Within 6 months (in fact within one week) from publication, EUIPO

carries out a substantive examination limited to two grounds for

refusal (definition of a design; public policy / morality).

• EUIPO sends a grant of protection confirmation where no ground

for refusal is found.

• EUIPO does not republish international designs with EU

designation in the Registered Community Designs Bulletin.

• No need for the appointment of a representative. May be required

when a ground for refusal is raised or in case of an invalidity action.



TITLE SLIDE

PROCEDURE AT EUIPO –DESIGNS
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PREVIOUS PROCEDURE AT EUIPO - https://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/?locale=en 



PREVIOUS PROCEDURE AT EUIPO – Excel sheet



Previous PROCEDURE AT EUIPO – Excel sheet



NEW PROCEDURE AT EUIPO – IP TOOL

• On 22 August 2021 the International Registrations of the Community

Designs (IRCDs) Examination Tool was launched and it is an

integral part of the IP Tool.



NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs - Functionalities

• Integration into EUIPO’s IT system containing EUTMs and related
satelite modules, such as Correspondence Tool.

• Automatic downloading of weekly WIPO bulletin into the Tool. 

• Efficient examination process and maximum automation.



NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs - Functionalities - Inbox



NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs – Functionalities - Allocation of IRDs



NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs - Functionalities - Information



NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs - Functionalities
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NEW EXAMINATION TOOL FOR IRDs –Accepting or rejecting the application



IP Tool for IRDs – Full information



IP Tool for IRDs –Correspondence module



IP Tool for IRDs –Confirmation letter sent automatically to WIPO



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO –REFUSAL OF INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATIONS

• Where EUIPO finds a substantive ground for refusal, it

communicates a reasoned notification of refusal to WIPO

which forwards it to the holder of the international registration.

• The holder may have to appoint a representative and has

to respond within 2 months by submitting observations

directly to EUIPO.

• EUIPO may withdraw the refusal or finally refuse the

international registration and notify WIPO accordingly.



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO – SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION 

Up to now there 
has only been 
one provisional 
refusal:



PROCEDURE AT EUIPO - INVALIDITY OF INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATIONS

• EUIPO notifies holder/representative directly about
the invalidity action.

• Invalidity procedure follows the same rules as for
registered EU designs.

• Where the EUIPO declares the effects of an
international registration for the EU invalid, it must
inform the International Bureau of its final decision.



Statistics



STATISTICS - EU Public consultation for the evaluation of the EU design system 



STATISTICS - EU Public consultation for the evaluation of the EU design system 



EU Public consultation for the evaluation of the EU design system 



STATISTICS – designations in international design applications by Member



STATISTICS – EU design filings

*2021 includes data from January to September, i.e. 3 quarters



STATISTICS – TOP 10 Classes for EU design

Account for 63% of Filed Classes

Share of total classes filed %age growth
2020 vs 2010



STATISTICS – TOP 10 Classes for International registrations



STATISTICS – Distribution by country of filers of international aplications



Comparison
WIPO and EUIPO

procedure



COMPARISON WIPO and EUIPO procedure



COMPARISON WIPO and EUIPO procedure

WIPO EUIPO

Direct filings to WIPO (e-filing 99.2%) 

Filings also via National Offices of contracting 

parties

Direct filing to EUIPO (e-filing 99%)

Filings also via National Offices of EU Member 

States

Filing languages EN, FR or ES Filing languages 23 official EU languages

Fees in CHF

- basic fee (for EU design: CHF 397)

- publication fee (for EU design: CHF 17)

- individual fee for each designated contracting 

party (for EU design: CHF 67)

Fees in EUR

- registration fee, EUR 230

- publication fee, EUR 120

- deferment fee (if requested), EUR 40

- multiple applications (if requested), discounted 

registration, publication or deferment fees



COMPARISON WIPO and EUIPO procedure

WIPO EUIPO

Multiple applications: max 100 designs of the same Locarno Class Multiple applications: unlimited number of designs of the same 
Locarno Class

Deferment of publication may be requested for a period that cannot exceed 
30 months (under 1999 Act) from the date of filing or the date of priority

Deferment: max 30 months from the date of filing or the date of 
priority

No prior national application or registration necessary No prior national application or registration necessary

Duration of initial protection: 5 years 

Renewable at least once (Hague Act 1960) or twice (Geneva Act 1999) 

Longer renewal period is possible, if allowed by the law of the designated 
Contracting Party 

Total duration of protection: 25 years (renewable in blocks of 5 

years) 

Only members of the same Act can be designated in international design 

applications; self-designation is possible; No subsequent designation is 

possible

Application for protection in all 27 EU member states
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