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Design rights

Protecting ornamental aspects of a product 

(shapes, patterns, lines, colors, etc.)
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Basic Features and Advantages 
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Obtain 

exclusive rights

Return on

investment

Encourage fair 

competition

Strengthens 

business

Why protect your designs?

https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj2z9LHheHeAhWBOSwKHU-7BmYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/infos3465/bonhommes-blancs/&psig=AOvVaw1MORXvL4724fF9OZSgWIwh&ust=1542737008295970
https://www.google.fr/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwj2z9LHheHeAhWBOSwKHU-7BmYQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://www.pinterest.com/infos3465/bonhommes-blancs/&psig=AOvVaw1MORXvL4724fF9OZSgWIwh&ust=1542737008295970


A simple concept 

A centralized procedure
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What is the Hague System?

A unique business solution…

 Allowing, from an unique application, to secure 

and manage design rights in multiple 

jurisdictions

…to obtain design protection internationally for 

 Up to 100 designs (of the same Locarno class) 

in more than 90 countries.
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Nationals Domicile

Real and effective 

industrial or 

commercial establishment

Habitual Residence

Who can use the Hague System?
Link to a contracting party
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Simple

Centralized Procedure (eHague) - Centralized management

Efficient

Access to different markets in more than 90 countries 

Cost-effective (competitive) 

Time: one procedure 

Costs: fees are paid in a single currency

“Global effects”

Possible protection in more than 90 countries  

Hague System Benefits



National + 

Regional routes
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Outside of the system  

National route
EUIPO

IMPI

ROSPATENT

USPTO

OAPI

5 applications, 5 languages, 5 IPOs, 5 procedures, 5 registrations, 5 renewals, 5 currencies...
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Hague System 

international route
Hague System 

international route



EUIPO

IMPI

USPTO

The Hague System

ROSPATENT

1 application, 1 language, 1 IPO, 1 procedure, 1 registration, 1 renewal, 1 currency...

CHF



Hague Internactional 

Route

Individual domestic 

routes

Office(s) One - IB Multiple

Application(s) One - eHague Multiple

Language(s) One (ES, FR, EN) Multiple

Currency(ies) One - CHF Multiple

Registry(ies) One – Hague Registry Multiple

Management(s) Centralized and

electronic

Multiple

Renewal procedure(s) One Multiple

Change procedure(s) One Multiple



Legal framework and Procedure



The Hague 

System

+ National 

or regional 

laws and 

regulations



Common Regulations and

Administrative Instructions

National laws and regulations

Conditions of protection, Refusal procedures, and 

Rights resulting from protection

Hague Agreement 

Hague Act 
(1960)

Geneva Act  
(1999)



Main points of the Procedure

1. No need for a basic application or registration

2. Intuitive E-filing and E-renewal 

3. Possible designations of 75 Contracting Parties (and CP of the holder’s)

4. Up to 100 Designs (of the same Class) in the same Intern. Application

5. Most international applications are filed directly with the International 

Bureau (not via an IP Office)

6. Subsequent designation is not possible



WIPO’s role

1. Formal examination of applications

(Notification to applicants of any irregularities, to be corrected within 3 months)

2. Recording in the International Register 

3. Issuance of the certificate of international registration

4. Publication in the International Designs Bulletin

5. Notification to holders of any refusal issuing by a designated CP 

6. Management of the international registration



International registrations 

one procedure – one management

 Renewals

 Changes

 change of ownership / transfer of rights

 change name / address of holder

 Representation

 Appoint / cancel

 change name / address

 Limitation / renunciation



Role of designated Contracting parties

1. Substantive examination of the international registration 

(optional).

2. The domestic law of each designated Contracting Parties 

governed:

 the requirements for obtaining protection, 

 the refusal procedure (if any) and 

 the rights resulting from protection
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Possible Refusal

 Only for substantive reasons

Must be communicated to WIPO within a specified period 

 Does not affect protection in other designated Contracting Parties 

the holder may resolve it before the IP office concerned

 If there is no refusal: automatic grant of protection 

The holder obtains a set of independent rights in all designated Contracting Parties





Duration of protection

Initial period: 5 years  

Renewable (1999 Act): twice

Possible duration: 15 years

Longer term of protection, if provided for by the law of 

the designated Contracting Party

5 years 5 years 5 years

15 years

20, 25, 30, 50 years



Legal and Operational Developments

Default publication period 

extended from 6 to 12 

months (Jan. 2022)

Streamlining of the change 

in ownership procedure 

(Jan. 2022)

Email address becomes 

mandatory (Feb. 2021)

All WIPO notifications are 

now exclusively electronic

13th Ed. of the Locarno 

Classification (Jan. 2021)



COVID-19 – Measures to 

address failure to meet time 

limits (March 2020) 

Excuse of a failure to meet 

time limit before the IB due to 

force majeure (Jan. 2022) 

BREXIT – EU designation in an 

IA has no longer effect in UK 

Equivalent UK national rights 

for all IR with EU designation 

(Jan. 2021) 

WIPO becomes a depositing office for Hague 

applications under WIPO DAS (Jan. 2020)

DAS expansion 17 IPO (other considering joining)

Legal and Operational Developments



Going Global: 

Geographical Scope of the Hague System



75 contracting parties

92 countries

Hague System membership



BRUNEI DARUSSALAM (BN)
December 24, 2013: entry into force of the 1999 Act 

CAMBODIA (KH)
February 25, 2017: entry into force of the 1999 Act 

SINGAPORE (SG)
April 17, 2005: entry into force of the 1999 Act 

VIET NAM (VN)
December 30, 2019: entry into force of the 1999 Act 



Accessions to the Geneva Act (1999) 

Upcoming

Brazil

Eurasian Patent 

Organization

Rep. Democratic

Popular Lao

Trinidad y Tobago

Kazakhstan

San Vicente 

y las Grenadines

Jamaica

China

Morocco

Indonesia

Madagascar

Jordan

Belarus

(July 19, 2021)

Suriname

(September 10, 2020)                                       

Mexico 

(June 6, 2020)

Israel 

(January 3, 2020)

Samoa 

(January 2, 2020)

Viet Nam 

(December 30, 2019)

Recent









What is eHague?

A gateway enabling you to digitally and securely:

• File your international designs applications

• Renew your registrations

An intuitive guide to the Hague process to:

• Integrates mandatory requirements

• Calculates fees automatically

• Provides helpful hints

• Leads you to important and relevant information





eHague – Latest improvements

Launch of new eHague gateway - Centralized online access to 

Hague System services (filing, renewal)

WIPO’s eNotifications received or downloaded electronically 

since March 2020

Corrections to irregularities or defects can be send 

electronically

WIPO payment services, more flexibility with payments with 

integration across WIPO services simultaneously

WIPO Digital Access Service (DAS) to share priority documents



Information 

Resources



Hague Express search for international designs 

registered under the Hague System



Global Design Database: search registered designs, 

within the Hague Registry or 

within national or regional participating IPO registries



The International Design Bulletin is the authoritative 

reference of all international registrations



Search for information on the practices and procedures 

of Contracting Parties



Statistics 



Statistics of the Hague System – 2020/2021

2020

Applications:   5.793 (-1,7%) 

Registrations: 6.795 (+34,8%) 

Designs in applications:  18.490 (-15%) 

Designs in registrations: 23.671 (+27,7%)

2020 / 2021 Jan. Oct.

Applications: 4.765 / 5.418 (+13,7%) 

Registrations: 5.863 / 5.117 (-12,7%) 

Designs in applications: 14.860 / 17.546 (+18,1%)

Designs in registrations: 20.407 / 16.513 (-19,1%) 



Top 5 classes of international 

registrations most used in 2020

Class 14

Recording and 

communication 

equipment 

Class 26

Lighting and 
apparatus

Class 9

Package and 
containers

Class 12

Means of 
transport

Class 6

Furnishing

Designs 

numbers

1.879 1.653 1.563 1.379 1.278

10% 8,9% 8,4% 7,4%
6,9%

52
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Contact Hague

Keep in touch

Contact us



www.int/hague - Concise information available in Hague main pages

Stay informed - Keep up to date on the latest news, accessions 

declarations, legal changes events and more

http://www.int/hague


For any question you may have in the 

lifecycle of your international design 

applications and registrations, or simply in 

general about the Hague System, please use



Visit us at: 

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/

https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/
https://www.wipo.int/hague/en/

