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THE EUROPEAN TRADE MARK AND DESIGN SYSTEMS



HOW IT ALL STARTED

1950. Schuman Declaration – the birth of the European Union

1964. First Draft Convention on European Trademark Law

1988. First council directive to approximate EU trade mark law

1993. Council Regulation no. 40/94 of the Community trade mark

1994. OHIM – now called EUIPO, opened its doors



• 2 main ways to register a TM/DS in the EU:

• national trade marks / designs, OR

• EU Trade Marks (EUTM) / Registered Community Designs (RCD)

• National and EU rights and IP Offices coexist and are complementary to

each other (the same TM/DS can be registered at EU and/or national level)

• The EUTM/RCD system consists of one single registration procedure that

grants the owner an exclusive right in all EU countries

THE EU TRADE MARK AND DESIGN SYSTEM FEATURES



HARMONISATION OF LAWS

• Commission Regulations

o binding legislative act issued by the commission – direct application in 

all EU countries

• Directives

o a legislative act that sets out a goal that all EU countries must achieve

HARMONISATION OF PRACTICE

• Through closer cooperation between the EU Member states IP

Offices and the EUIPO → Convergence Programme

LAW AND PRACTICE



EUIPO and its EU partners have developed the European Union Intellectual Property 

Network (formerly known as European Trade Mark and Design Network) .

The EUIPO provides users, through its website and tmdn.org, databases and free 

tools such as:

EUROPEAN UNION INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY NETWORK (EUIPN)

http://www.tmdn.org/


• Managing EU trade marks and Registered

Community Designs.

• Around 160 000 EU trade marks and 111 000 

community designs registrations annually.

• Observatory on infringement of IPR

• International cooperation

EUIPO TODAY



INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

• 44 Bilateral Agreements 

• TM5 and ID5 – 5 biggest offices

• EU funded projects

Currently active projects:

• IP Key China / Latin America / South East Asia

• ASEAN: ARISE + IPR

• CARIPI

• PAN-African IPR Action

• Georgia 



THE ASEAN REGIONAL INTEGRATION INITIATIVE



ASEAN’s cooperation in the field of IPR - Milestones

1995 1996 2010 2015 2025
And 

beyond

ASEAN 
Framework 

Agreement on IP 
Cooperation

ASEAN Working 
Group on IP 
Cooperation 

(AWGIPC)
ASEAN Economic 
Community (AEC) 

ASEAN IPR 
Action Plans

ASEAN IPR Action Plan 
2016-2025

(strategic measures for 
the AEC)Plan 2011-2015

(part of AEC 
Blueprint)



ASEAN’s cooperation in the field of IPR

• 1995: ASEAN’s cooperation in the field of IPR started with the signature of the ASEAN

Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property Cooperation

➢ Goal: foster closer cooperation in the field of IP and to explore appropriate intra-ASEAN

cooperation arrangements in this field

• 1996: The ASEAN Working Group on Intellectual Property Cooperation (AWGIPC) was

established as a the sectoral group responsible for IP issues in the region

➢ Composed of the IP offices of the ASEAN Member States

➢ Formulate the details and modalities to implement the cooperative activities

➢ Work based on the ASEAN IPR Action Plans (latest the  ASEAN IPR Action Plan 2016-2025) 

1995 1996 2010



ASEAN IPR ACTION PLAN 2011-2015

• With acceleration of ASEAN economic integration to 2015, the AWGIPC prepared a Work Plan 2011-2015

as part of the Blueprint of the AEC to reflect the new objective of ASEAN, transforming ASEAN into an

innovative and competitive region through the use of IP for their nationals and ensuring that the region

remains an active player in the international IP community.

• Focus on developing an ASEAN IP System that takes into account the different levels of capacity of the

Member States, balances access to IP and protection of IPRs, and responds to the existing needs and

anticipates future demands of the global IP system

• Main achievements:

➢ Enhanced work-sharing arrangements

➢ Established regional IP databases

➢ Promoted the use of common guidelines for examination

2011-2015



AWGIPC MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS - Regional IP databases

IPO: PH
Appl Nº PH-4-42014-7630
TM Type: Combined
Class 36-Real State Affairs

Angklung 
[musical 
instrument] 

Dastar
[male 
headdress]

Gulai
[beef curry] 

2011-2015

http://www.asean-tmclass.org/ec2/
http://www.asean-designview.org/designview/welcome
http://www.asean-tmview.org/tmview/welcome
http://www.asean-gidatabase.org/gidatabase/
https://www.aseanip.org/


ASEAN IP PORTAL

REGIONAL TMCLASS

REGIONAL TMVIEW

REGIONAL DESIGNVIEW

REGIONAL GI DATABASE

E-LEARNING

CASE LAW DATABASE



AWGIPC MAIN ACHIEVEMENTS - Common Guidelines

2011-2015

https://www.aseanip.org/Portals/0/Common Guidelines for the Substantive Examination of Trademarks (FIN.Oct....pdf
https://www.aseanip.org/Portals/0/ASEAN COMMON GUIDELINES ON DESIGNS (Edition 2018).pdf


Common Guidelines - Methodology

Launch of the initiative (Terms of reference)

Compilation and analysis of data  - Preparation 
of Draft Guidelines

Final draft approved by the ASEAN Task Force 
(TMs and Designs)

Final draft adopted by the Director Generals

Implementation at IPO level and Publication

UPDATE 
EVERY 4 
YEARS



ASEAN IPR ACTION PLAN 2016-2025

• Vision: the implementation of the strategic goals under the Action Plan 2025 will facilitate improved

IP systems and services delivery with a higher level of confidence in the integrity and transparency

for IP users

➢ A more robust ASEAN IP System (strengthening IP Offices and building IP infrastructures)

➢ Regional IP platforms and infrastructures to contribute to enhancing the AEC

➢ An expanded and inclusive ASEAN IP Ecosystem

➢ Enhanced regional mechanisms to promote asset creation and commercialization, particularly

geographical indications and traditional knowledge

2016-2025
And 

beyond



OTHER INTEGRATION EXAMPLES



✓ BENELUX (covering 3 countries)

✓ ARIPO (19 countries)

✓ OAPI (17 countries)

✓ EAPO (9 Eurasian countries)

OTHER REGIONAL INTEGRATION EXAMPLES



THANK YOU


