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OVERVIEW



Adopted in 1925 and entered into force in 

1928. 

The Hague Agreement comprises two 

different ‘acts’, 

the Hague Act 1960 and the Geneva Act 1999. 

Both consist of a different set of legal provisions. 

International intergovernmental organisations 

may only become party to the Geneva Act.

Currently 73 members.

E.U. accession: 01/01/2008

HISTORY OF THE HAGUE AGREEMENT



EU ACCESSION ( January 2008)

The instrument of accession was accompanied by the following declarations:

• a declaration as referred to in Article 4(1)(b) of the 1999 Act, to the effect that

international applications may not be filed through the Office of the European

Community;

• a declaration as required under Article 17(3)(c) of the 1999 Act, specifying that the

maximum duration of protection provided for by the legislation of the European

Community in respect of industrial designs is 25 years;



• a declaration as referred to in Article 7(2) of the 1999 Act, that, in connection with each

international application in which it is designated, and in connection with the renewal of

any international registration resulting from such an international application, the

prescribed designation fee shall be replaced by an individual designation fee. The

amount of the individual designation fee will be the subject of a further information notice.

As per Information Notice No. 9/2011 EUIPO charges:

- application fee 67 CHF/design

- renewal fee 34 CHF/design

An international registration of a design designating the EU shall, from the date of its

registration, have the same effect as a Registered Community Design (Art. 106 CDR (EC) No

6/2002).

EU ACCESSION



1. Applicants are entitled to register a design in countries that are party to the Hague Agreement :

single application to the WIPO

2. Accession to the Agreement allows EU companies to obtain design protection throughout the

EU, with the Community Design, and also in countries which are party to the Geneva Act.

3. The EU may be designated in an international registration

EU ACCESSION –What it implies



COMPARISON WITH THE RCD



WIPO EXAMINATION PROCEDURE



WIPO EXAMINATION PROCEDURE



WIPO EXAMINATION PROCEDURE



EUIPO carries out weekly an examination on the grounds for non-registrability (Art. 11 CDIR) :

- no compliance with definition of design

- against public policy and morality

and communicates to WIPO the outcome of the examination no later than 6 months.

Where EUIPO finds a ground for refusal, it communicates a notification of refusal to WIPO

which forwards the notification of refusal to the holder of the international registration, who may

respond to it by submitting observations directly to EUIPO. EUIPO notifies the final decision to

WIPO.

Communications between the EUIPO and the International Bureau are made by electronic

means.

EUIPO EXAMINATION



Where no ground for refusal is found EUIPO sends a Statement of Acceptance.

There is no need to appoint a representative unless a ground for refusal is raised or in case of

invalidity action.

EUIPO does not republish the international designs with EU designation in the Registered

Community Designs Bulletin.

Invalidation of Community designs (via the Hague system) pursuant to Articles 24, 25, 26 CDR.

https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/community-design-legal-texts

EUIPO EXAMINATION

https://euipo.europa.eu/ohimportal/en/community-design-legal-texts


EUIPO EXAMINATION



• No grounds for refusal found (yet)

• Examination of newly published IRD carried out within 1 week after publication

• Statement of Acceptance is sent immediately after examination

• Only few IR’s are challenged in invalidity proceedings before the EUIPO

EUIPO PROCEDURE - Experience
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MOST DESIGNATED COUNTRIES



MOST COMMON CLASSES



LARGEST USERS BY COUNTRY OF ADDRESS OF HOLDER
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