
Session 4: Product indication, 

multiple applications and unity 

of design

Ms. Kelly Bennett, Design Expert, EUIPO

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia | 29-30 October 2019



Objectives

• Understand chapter 9 Product Indication of the Common Guidelines

• Understand chapter 10 Multiple application and unity of design of the Common Guidelines

• Be capable of preparing a training session on the subject matter

• Be able to answer questions on the subject matter



INDEX

Product indication

General matters

Classification of products

Multiple applications and unity of designs

General aspects

Standard of unity



PRODUCT INDICATION – General matters

• Essential element for registration

• Does not affect the scope of protection*

• Classification serves administrative purposes (fees and search)

• Applications must indicate product(s)

• One or more products may be indicated (unity of class requirements for multiple applications)



CLASSIFICATION OF PRODUCTS THAT EMBODY INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS – Use of International Classification

The use of the Locarno alphabetical list will facilitate classification



CLASSIFICATION OF 
PRODUCTS THAT 
EMBODY INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS – Correction of 
product indication

“Sneakers”

Change ex-officio to “Sports 

shoes” or “Trainers” 02-04



CLASSIFICATION OF PRODUCTS THAT 
EMBODY INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS –
Correction of product indication

Part of (ex-officio addition of the suffix “part of-” provided that both the
product and its part belong to the same class)

Tables (part of-) 06-06



CLASSIFICATION 
OF PRODUCTS 
THAT EMBODY 
INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS –
Correction of 
product indication

Set of: Add ex officio

Furniture (set of-) 06-05



CLASSIFICATION OF PRODUCTS 
THAT EMBODY INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS 
– Correction of product indication

Carpets (Ornamentation for –)” class 32-00

“Carpets” (class 06-11) and “ornamentation” (class 32-00).



CLASSIFICATION OF 
PRODUCTS THAT 
EMBODY 
INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS – Objection 
to product indication

Product indication must 

allow classification of the 

design in a single class*

parts & accessories for cars (class 12-16)



CLASSIFICATION OF PRODUCTS THAT 
EMBODY INDUSTRIAL DESIGNS – Objection 
to product indication

Product indication must allow classification of the design in a single 
class*

Household appliances (class 07-99)
washing, cleaning and drying machines 
(class 15-05) 

cooking appliances, utensils and 

containers (class 07-02) 

appliances and utensils, hand-
manipulated, for preparing food or drink 
(class 07-04) 

appliances for preparing food and drink 
(class 31-00) 



CLASSIFICATION OF 
PRODUCTS THAT 
EMBODY 
INDUSTRIAL 
DESIGNS –
Objection to product 
indication

In the event of no product

indication or obvious

mismatch - objection

Product indication: Cars



CP7: Harmonisation of Product Indications

“Creation of a harmonised database of product indications for designs.”



https://euipo.europa.eu/designclass/

Designclass interface 

https://euipo.europa.eu/designclass/


MULTIPLE APPLICATION AND UNITY OF DESIGN – General aspects

• Applications may be “multiple”

• Unlimited number of designs*

• Linked to fees

• Each design examined individually



MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS AND UNITY OF 
DESIGN – Standard of unity of design

All designs are embodied in products that fall within the same class of the 

Locarno classification 



MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS AND 

UNITY OF DESIGN – Standard of 

unity of design

All designs are embodied in products 

that fall within the same class of the 

Locarno classification 

Class 12

Class 06-01 Class 26-05



MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS AND UNITY OF DESIGN –

Standard of unity of design

Exception: ‘ornamentation’, graphic symbols’, logos’ and surface patterns’ in class 32



MULTIPLE APPLICATIONS AND 

UNITY OF DESIGN – Standard of 

unity of design

Practical example

Multiple application for:

Cars 12-08

Cars (toys) 21-01



MULTIPLE 
APPLICATIONS 
AND UNITY OF 
DESIGN –
Standard of 
unity of design

Option 1

As many applications as Locarno 

Classes are concerned:

Application 1 - Cars 12-08                 

Application 2  - Cars (Toys) 21-01



MULTIPLE 
APPLICATIONS 
AND UNITY OF 
DESIGN –
Standard of 
unity of design

Option 2

As many applications as 

designs are concerned

Application 1
Cars 12-08, 
Cars(toys) 21-01

Application 2
Cars 12-08, 
Cars(toys) 21-01

Application 3
Cars 12-08, 
Cars(toys) 21-01



Questions and Answers and Sharing from AMS



THANK YOU


