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Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 

Mission
As the EU law enforcement Agency, Europol supports its 
Member States in preventing and combating all forms of 

international serious crime and terrorism.



Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 

Vision
To contribute to a safer Europe by providing the best 

possible support to law enforcement authorities in the 
Member States.



Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 

Europol will achieve this by delivering a unique set of 
operational services and become…

EU support centre 
for operations

EU criminal 
information hub

EU centre of 
expertise

Modern, efficient 
organisation



•Police

•Customs

•Gendarmerie

•Financial Police

•Tax and Revenue

•Border Guard

•Coast Guard

•Immigration

•Security Services



Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 

Support centre for law enforcement operations
q 28 Analysis Projects (former Focal Points), divided in 2 Analysis Work Files
q Operational meetings and analysis reports 
q Operational support on the spot (Mobile office and UFED)
q Operational support from Europol Headquarters (analysis and financing 

informants)
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Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 
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and 
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Europol: The EU Law Enforcement Agency 
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Eurojust: The European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit 



Eurojust: The European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit 

Fixed time period

Agreements 
between countries

Joint criminal investigations

JITs enable more 
efficient, affordable 
and speedier justice

Judges

Prosecutors

Law enforcement
authorities

Joint investigation 
teams (JITs)

Conducting criminal investigations in one 
or more of the involved States

Judicial coordination meetings
Bringing together judicial and law enforcement authorities 
from  Member States and third States

College 
meeting

Involved 
National Members

Coordination meeting 
Involved National Members + 

judicial and/or law enforcement 
authorities of involved States

302
coordination

meetings

4 410
prosecutors,

judges & police
officers involved

Coordination 
centres

Coordination centres enable coordination 
and real-time transmission of information 
in serious cross-border crime cases among 
national authorities during action days

17
Eurojust 

coordination 
centres were 
held in 2017

Execution of
European Arrest 

Warrants

320
cases

12.5 %
of all cases
registered

Witness interviews

House/company
searches

Seizures

Freezing orders

Arrests

ACTION DAY

Eurojust
coordination

centre

Gathering evidence correctly is important 
for successful future court proceedings

availability

 200 
JITs supported

128
JITs awarded 

funding

Eurojust at work in 2017
Eurojust’s core business is to assist EU Member States’ competent 
authorities in dealing with serious cross-border organised crime

�riminal justice across borders www.eurojust.europa.eu
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1. Judicial Coordination Meetings
2. Joint Investigative Teams (JITs)
3. Coordination Centres



Eurojust: The European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit 

EIO: European Investigation Order
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Eurojust: The European Union's Judicial Cooperation Unit 



OLAF: European Customs Cooperation

making rules, providing tools, 
cooperating with third countries

coordinating  mutual assistance and investigations 



OLAF: European Customs Cooperation

the 27 Customs of the EU

the «Customs Cooperation Working Party»: 
operational cooperation among national 

customs to increase enforcement capabilities



OLAF: European Customs Cooperation

• CCWP project group against internet crime (C@IC)
o share best practices
o setting up cybercrime investigation units in Customs
o Knowledge building
o JOINT CUSTOMS OPERATIONS on illicit trade online

«POSTBOX» (2016)
- major post/couriers identified
- senders’ location: China, The Netherland 

and India top 3
- most seizure for IPR infringement (then: 

medicines, drugs and excisable goods)
«POSTBOX 2» (2019)



OLAF: European Customs Cooperation

• CUSTOMS

Coordinating  customs mutual assistance and investigations within the 
European Union and with countries outside the EU based on Customs Mutual 
Assistance Agreements (~80 countries);
Coordinating Joint Customs Operations, also in the frame of ASEM
- JCOs DIABOLO I+II 2007 + 2010 (cigarettes and counterfeit goods)
- JCO REPLICA 2014 (counterfeit goods)
- JCO RENEGADE 2017  (counterfeit goods)



OLAF: European Customs Cooperation



Interpol: The International Criminal Police Organization



Interpol: The International Criminal Police Organization
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Interpol: The International Criminal Police Organization



International Judicial Cooperation



International Judicial Cooperation

Legal framework
q Bilateral agreements
q Plurilateral agreements
q International agreements
- COE 1959 Treaty 
- UN 2000 Organized crime convention
- COE 2001 Cybercrime convention

Principles
q Fundamental rights
q Reciprocity
q Double criminality
q National execution

Tools
q Extradition
q Exchange of evidence
q Interviews
q Serving of papers
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